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JUMPSTART v rHReE-vEAR PLAN & PORTFOLIO

WRITING A PERSONAL ESSAY FOR YOUR SCHOLARSHIP AND COLLEGE APPLICATIONS

To learn more about you, your goals, and your future
success, you will write short essays (50 words each) to
react to this common Scholarship or College
Application Prompt:

The lessons we take from obstacles we encounter can
be fundamental to later success. Recount a time when
you faced a challenge, setback, or failure. How did it
affect you, and what did you learn from the
experience?

Use the Self-Paced College Essay Guide - YOUR STORY:
UNLOCKING YOUR VOICE to assist you in writing your
short essay for each section.

(NOTE: Guide available on Class Link or check with ELA
teacher) or on the Booster Club website
https://www.wildwoodwildcatsboosterclub.com/about-

Paragraph 1: A challenge, setback, or failure (Guide: Step 3 & 4 [Para. 1] on pp. 21
& 24)

Describe in detail only one challenge, setback, or obstacle. (50 words) Remember:
5Ws (Guide p.21)

Paragraph 2: How did it affect you? (Guide: Step 4 [Para. 2] on pp. 21-22 & 24)
1. Describe how the challenge impacted you and your life. (50 words)

2. How did you overcome the effects of the setback? (50 words)

5

Paragraph 3: What lessons did you learn from the experience? (Guide: Step 4 [Para.
3] on pp. 22 & 24)

1. Describe the lessons learned from your experience. (50 words)

2. What motivated you to push forward and seek a better future? (50 words)

Paragraph 4: Discuss your later successes in college, career, and life (Guide: Step 4
[Para. 4] on pp. 22 & 24-25)

1. Dream big! What is your passion? (p. 25)

2. Where do you see yourself in 10 years?




